
 
  

 

 

INTRODUCING KAREN 

We welcome Karen who will be 
joining the ministry team of the 
Macedon Ranges Partnership.  

A brief biography: Karen Eller 
(previously known as Karen Wall) has 
a long history of involvement with the 
Uniting Church as a lay member and 
elder/church councilor/leader in 
congregations and in hospital 
chaplaincy ministry placements and 
supply roles. She has two adult 
children and currently lives in 
Kurunjang (Melton) with her wife 
Jeanne. Karen is a keen hockey 
player who enjoys walks, reading, 
writing, gardening and cooking. She 
has an interest in public health and 
spirituality, with art, pilgrimage and 
labyrinth as particular areas of 
interest. Her honour’s thesis was 
titled, “What Contribution Does Visual 
Art Make to the Healing Environment 
of Hospital Spaces?” 
Current positions Karen holds:  

 Candidate for Minister of the 
Word, in exit year 

 Member of Synod Standing 
Committee 

 Member of Synod Ministry 
and Mission Committee 

 Melton Area-Coordinator 
Victorian Council of 
Churches Emergencies 
Ministry 

GISBORNE UC LIBRARY 

The Gisborne congregation is 
keen that its library be used by all 
congregations in the Partnership. On 
most weekdays the church is closed, 
but you can access the collection in 
two ways, first by phoning D’Arcy 
Wood on 5428-6700 or Glennis 
Speed on 5428-3827 to make an 
appointment, or, second, by 
consulting the catalogue of books on 
the Partnership website and ordering 
a book or books.  In the latter case, 

we can arrange for the book or books 
to be delivered to you. 

From the 19th century onward, 
especially in the Methodist Church, 
most church services have been led 
by lay people. Church libraries are 
part of the resource available to 
preachers in their preparation. In the 
case of Gisborne, we have 
commentaries on nearly all the books 
of the Bible and we have other good 
worship resources such as books of 
prayers. 

Many thanks to Gwynne Klaassen 
and her helpers who maintain the 
library and to Neil Moorhouse who 
has added more shelves so that the 
books can be more easily seen.

ACTION AT THE WHITE GOOSE, 
RIDDELLS CREEK 
There’s lots of action around the 
White Goose at the moment. 
Unfortunately, most of it is NOT in the 
church building! 
Firstly, there is the upgrade of 
Sutherlands Road with new surfacing 
and kerbing and guttering, which 
when completed will be a great 
improvement. Now we hear work on 
the road will be delayed until August 
while NBN cables are laid! 
Unfortunately, these public works 
severely hinder our access to the 
building.  
There is however some progress on 
work on our building:  a new kitchen 
window has been ordered and the 
range hood over the stove has been 
fitted and is in working order. How we 
look forward to being able to re-open 
once again. 
Meanwhile we have been offered a 
bookshelf at the Riddell 
Neighbourhood House. We are 
finalising plans for this to happen and 
will let you know as soon as we can 
when it’s up and running. 
 Meg. 
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More action at Riddells 

LECTIONARY Readings Year B 
After Pentecost 
A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the 
Holy Trinity. It seeks to relate its faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with Trinity Sunday and 
concludes with the feast of Christ the King. 

Date Day/Season Color 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

4 Jul Pent 6 (14) G 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10 48 2 Corinthians 12:2-10 Mark 6:1-13 

11 Jul Pent 7 (15) G 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19 24 Ephesians 1:3-14 Mark 6:14-29 

18 Jul Pent 8 (16) G 2 Samuel 7:1-14a 89:20-37 Ephesians 2:11-22 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

25 Jul Pent 9 (17) G 2 Samuel 11:1-15 14 Ephesians 3:14-21 John 6:1-21 

1 Aug Pent 10 (18) G 2 Samuel 11:26 to 12:13a 51:1-12 Ephesians 4:1-16 John 6:24-35 

Colours: P – Purple  W – White G – Green R – Red  B – Black  
 

Karen’s Brief Biography continued 

Previously Held Positions: 
 Uniting Church Chaplain, The Royal Children’s Hospital 

2010-2015 
 Uniting Church Chaplain (Pastor), The Royal Melbourne 

Hospital 2015-2018 
 Supply Minister Wangaratta Cluster March-April 2018 
 Supply Minister Darebin North West Jan-March 2019 
 Supply Minister North Balwyn May 2019-Feb 2020 
 Member of Bethel Pastoral Centre Council 2012-2020 

Qualifications: 
 Master of Theology (in progress) 
 Master of Divinity (Hons.) 2010 
 Bachelor of Pharmacy, 1985 
 Clinical Pastoral Education (Basic, 2008; Advanced, Post-

Advanced, 2010) 

Other Courses: 
 Mission Shaped Ministry (PPW) 2015 
 Pioneer Community (PPW) 2015 
 Living Leadership (Pilgrim) 2017 
 Living Leadership – Pastoral Leadership, 2017 
 Labyrinth Facilitator Training, 2020

 

RECYCLING AT RIDDELL 
 

Riddells Creek Neighbourhood House is now collecting 
Blister Packs (foil tablet containers -not Webster Packs 
yet) for recycling.  You can leave them in the appropriate 
box on the verandah or Meg is happy to arrange to collect 
them from churches and /or Op Shops around the 
partnership. 
They are also able to send bread tags, toothpaste tubes 
and coffee pods (not Nespresso). 
I think other places are collecting batteries and ink 
cartridges. 

Meg 

The full 3-day Sacrededge festival is taking 
place during the first weekend in September 

September 3-5, 2021 
Save the Date! 
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At CoCo’s meeting on 5th June, held by Zoom, approval was received from each of the 
congregations, for the new Memorandum of Understanding for the Macedon Ranges 
Partnership.   Much work has been done with the support of Presbytery on the rewriting of 
this document, and it was pleasing to have it universally accepted. 
 
Supply ministry is still in the process of being finalised, but it is hoped that Karen Eller will be 
approved for a six months half-time supply position to support Annette.  She is in her final 
year of studies and has in the past been a Chaplain at both the Royal Children’s and Royal 
Melbourne Hospitals.  We look forward to her being available to work with us. 
 
The future of the video services provoked a lengthy discussion, as we assessed what each 
of the congregations and lay leaders require.  The full video service, while being a valuable 
and much appreciated resource, consumes a lot of Annette’s time, and we explored what 
other options were available.  It was decided to have a 3-month trial of just recording the 
reflection discussion which has been part of the previous video services.  This can be 
available for viewing earlier in the week and can be used by lay leaders as a starting point 
for their service planning.  The Presbytery of North East Victoria have a ‘Zoom’ facility each 
week for their services so we will also seek more information about how that works for them. 
 
A Regionalisation Grant of $20,000 has been awarded to the Partnership for the upgrade of 
audio-visual facilities throughout all the congregations.  It is hoped that this will assist the 
churches in their provision of worship, and enable them to make full use of video services as 
required.   
 
Riddells Creek church renovations have been commenced and the Macedon Ranges 
Council are upgrading the road outside the Church, so it is still unusable, but one day… 
 
Woodend upgrades are waiting on quotes from contractors so a decision can be made on 
the electrical works to happen there.   
 
The Minister’s report challenged us with the question: What can we do to serve the gospel 
in the community today?   A timely reminder that we don’t need to wait for ‘repairs’ etc to 
happen before we think about what we can do now! 
 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP 
 
Woodend Faith Community is meeting weekly at 2.30pm at the Woodend Church (weather permitting – under the trees) 
 
Prayer Meetings  Every week in the Gisborne Uniting Church on Fridays at 10am. 
 
Kyneton Fish & Chips Fortnightly worship service – BYO meal (it doesn’t have to be fish and chips!) not for sharing  
due to ongoing COVID restrictions, held on the Friday after the 1st and 3rd Sunday in the month – this month on 9th and  
23rd July at 6.30pm 
Redesdale Ministers Munch (and worship) at the Redesdale General Store 10am Wednesday 28th July – all welcome 
 
Other Worship times Usual Sunday service times for churches across the partnership currently are: 

• Tylden is at 9am    
• Gisborne is at 9:30am  • Romsey is at 9am 
• Mt Macedon is at 10:30am  • Lancefield is at 10:45am 
• Kyneton is at 9.30am on 1st & 3rd Sundays 

 
If there are events or meetings not listed here that you know should be included for August, please 
contact Robyn before 18th July via zumstein@mmnet.com.au or 0401 917 741 to get your events, 
services and meetings into the next edition of PiP. Do keep an eye on the emails that come from the 
ministry team for further news and updates. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 2021 
 

1 2 3 

 10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1.30pm The Mikado 
at Romsey 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community 

 1.30pm Romsey 
Church Council 

 10am Prayers at 
Gisborne  
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship at Kyneton 
 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

 2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community 

 1.30pm Romsey UCAF 6pm Delightful Diners 
Kyneton RSL 

10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 

 
 
PIP items due 
tomorrow! 

18 19 20  21 22 23 24 

 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community  

   10am Prayers at 
Gisborne  
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship at Kyneton 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

 2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community  
3.30pm RM Begg Worship 
 

10am Gisborne 
(informal) Worship 

10am Ministers munch 
Redesdale 

 10am Prayers at 
Gisborne 
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I read of a man who stood to speak at the funeral of a friend. 
He referred to the dates on his headstone from the beginning to the end. 
He noted that first came the date of birth and then he spoke of the following date with tears. 
But he said what mattered most of all was the dash between those years. 
For that dash represents all the time that he was alive on earth  
and now only those who loved him know what that little line is worth. 
For it matters not how much we own, the cars, the house, the cash 
What matters is how we live and love and how we spend our dash 
So think about this long and hard 
Are there some things you’d like to change? 
For you never know how much time is left or where you are within that dash 
If we could just slow down enough to consider what’s true and real 
And try always to understand the way that other people feel 
To be less quick to anger, to show appreciation more 
But mostly just to love the people in our lives like we’ve never loved before 
And if we treat each other with respect and wear a smile more often 
Remembering that this special dash might only last a while 
And so when your eulogy is being read and your life’s details all rehashed 
Would you be proud of what is said about how you spent your dash?   

I would like to share these two 
photos of mine which I took in 
Woodend where I live, early this 
year. 

They make me smile and I 
thought others might enjoy them 
too. My intention was to use these 
pictures on a greeting card to cheer 
someone up. 

 
“The Twa’ Dogs” 

Wendy H 
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Another sharing from Wendy based on and abridged from an article in The Age’s Faith column some 
months ago –in relation to the book Phosphorescence by Julia Baird: 
 

Further about Phosphorescence 
Every now and then you actually do meet someone who glows. Someone who radiates goodness and seems to 
effortlessly inhabit a kind of joy, or seems so hungry for experience – so curious and engaged and fascinated with the 
world outside their head that they brim with life or light. Some humans glow faintly. And I would call this glow ‘charisma’. 
Which is what my Grandma Harriet Gollan had. In a very quiet, clam, peaceful sort of way. 

Albert Einstein said that the most beautiful thing we can experience is the mysterious. It is a source of all true art and all 
science. He to whom this emotion is a stranger, who can no longer pause to wonder and stand wrapped in awe, is just as 
good as dead. His eyes are closed. One writer said, “It was awe and wonder that I kept turning to, and the quiet healing 
properties of nature, the forest, the silent creatures they contain. So many of us have our quiet places of escape, our 
refuge. —nearby beaches, a park bench and magnificent tree. And scientific studies have confirmed that the sheer sight 
of green plants, leaves, trees, views from windows can make us happier and healthier.” All over the world, people 
increasingly want to understand how residents of an urbanised environment want to get out of the cities, the traffic, the 
jackhammers and listen once again to the birds singing and live with spring in the breeze. Often, silence is increasingly 
valuable and rare. It is the absence of noise made by human beings. True quiet is a think tank of the soul. A visit to 
Arnhem Land reveals that connection to country is a fundamental part of the identity of our indigenous people and the 
need to listen to and respect the world we live in is an ancient one. In the far richer sacred lives encircled by campfires 
rather than news-clips. 

Sometimes the best was to pay attention to country is to keep your mouth shut, your eyes open and to just listen. 

A sense of community is vital in an era of increasing disconnection, digital-only relationships and polarisation of political 
views. It is wonderful to sit among a varied group of people. Daily contact with people is important. The old-fashioned face 
to face contact has been well documented. Sense of community can also make us more resilient, not only improving our 
current state of mind, but also protecting our mental health in the future. Social connection and relationships are the single 
greatest predictor of health and happiness throughout your life. 

Silence is not just the absence of noise. Sometimes we do not allow ourselves to glow. We are often relentlessly negative. 
We talk about losses and flaws. Actual life is often incoherent and messy. It would be impossible to write about the things 
that sustain your when the world goes dark. And not to mention one of the greatest of these – friendship – which is a bride 
to our resilience. 

Having a puppy or dog equals happiness. The secret to happiness is low expectation. At least realistic ones. Otherwise, 
you might have a sense of disappointment. 

FAITH. Religion is a very powerful thing. Realising there is something better and bigger than yourself. Preachiness makes 
us deeply uncomfortable. Jesus did not come to earth for power. Jesus condemned leaders who were hypocritical and 
power-hungry. He dined with sex workers, not CEOs. The Kingdom Jesus taught belongs to the poor, the peacemakers, 
the merciful, and those who hunger and thirst for God. It depends not on true power and votes, but through missions of 
mercy, kindness and relative humility. The rich don’t always get it, Jesus said, but children always do. The Saviour arrives, 
not on a warhorse, but on a donkey. Church leaders should stop lecturing about sin and just listen for a decade. Then 
once they have actually heard and understood, get on with loving people. Just listen. According to the Bible, God is large, 
the ultimate source of phosphorus. Since the light we can absorb… let us also emit. 

So how do we find this light? When public debates about belief and freedom of religion often contain demeaning and 
hateful remarks, it’s not easy. So many Christians are judgmental or incoherent. So many leaders are unbendingly 
uncomprehending or hostile to views different to their own. Yet many people of Faith, just quietly shine and care for those 
around them. The greatest attraction to investing in spirituality and religion, is observing people who live out genuine 
Faith. Christianity is at its most powerful when it is at the margins, not the centre of power. And when it is identified with 
outsiders, not exclusive clubs. And with action, not finger wagging. Faith is untroubled by dogma. It is rooted in joy, 
confirmed by love and experience. The older you get, the quieter your faith becomes. It is for us – a desire to learn how to 
love better in the face of countless flaws and constant stuff ups. Start to do justice. To love mercy, to walk humbly. Jesus 
did not just hang out with the wrong people. Never once did Jesus scan the room for the best example of holy living and 
send that person to tell others about him. He always sent out stumblers and sinners. How comforting! 

Researchers have found that a wide array of health benefits result from belonging to a faith community 

Abridged Notes Wendy Hebbard, 26/4/2021 
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Romsey Uniting Church Activities for July 

Sunday 4th July 9am Worship conducted by Jay Brooks 
1.30pm The Mikado performance. 

Wednesday 7th 1.30pm Church Council meeting in meeting room 
Sunday 11th 9am Worship conducted by Trevor Turnham. 
Wednesday 14th 1.30pm UCAF meeting to collate stamps for Sammy Stamp. 
Sunday 18th  9am Worship conducted by Jeni Clampit 
Sunday 25th  9am Worship & Holy Communion led by a Minister 

 
   I bought a batch of baking powder and baked a batch of biscuits. I bought a big 

basket of biscuits back to the bakery and baked a basket of big biscuits. Then I took the big 
basket of biscuits and the basket of big biscuits that was next to the big basket and put a 
bunch of biscuits from the basket into the box. Then I took the box of mixed biscuits and a 
biscuit mixer and biscuit basket and brought the basket of biscuits and the box of mixed 
biscuits and the biscuit mixer to the bakery and opened up a can of sardines.    
 

 

 

Contacts Other Groups 

SUTTON GRANGE 
MIA MIA 
BARFOLD 
METCALFE 

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith 
Elders - North 
Dot Smith 
Marge Townrow 

Elders-  Kyneton 
Pip Elston, Jenny Elston, Helen Aldridge 
Andrea Strack, Brian Lauder 

 

KYNETON 
Church Council 
Roy Gibbs, Helen Carey, Susan Campbell 

Congregation Secretary Jenny Elston 
Congregation Chairperson Roy Gibbs 
 

ROMSEY 

Church Council/Elders 
Noel Shaw         David Strack 
Jeni Clampit       Jenny Elliott       Jay Brooks 
John Laing         Carol Toy 

UCAF 
Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit 
Treasurer - Carol Toy 

TYLDEN 
Elders 
Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans 
Max Hinneberg 

Worship Team Co-Ord 
Janet Cole 

WOODEND Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein  

RIDDELLS CREEK  Craft Group -   Lynette Bucknall 

GISBORNE 

Prayer Ministry/F & C - Glennis Speed 
Pastoral Care/F & C - Bev Gilbertson 
Social Justice  Nola Anderson 
Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson 

UCAF - Maree Clarke 
Craft Group - Linda Moorhouse 
Friends Pizza Night - Ron Hebbard 

COCO -  

(Co-ordinating Council) 

Chair - Colin Chapman 
Secretary -  
Minute Secretary – Keith Hallett 
Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson 

Finance Committee 
Chair - Paul Gilbertson,  
Lyn Ward, Colin Chapman & Bronwyn Hewitt 
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Partnership in Print is a monthly 

magazine produced by the Uniting 
Church in Australia – Macedon 

Ranges Partnership and is available 
on the last Sunday of each month, 

except December 

 

MINISTERS 

Pastor Annette Buckley 
Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539 
annettebuckley@ucaromsey.com 

 
 

 

Rev Deacon Meg Evans 
Ph 0439 492 245  
marevans@bigpond.com 

 

OFFICE PHONE 

(03) 5428 6920 
OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS 
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek, 3431 

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS 
macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com 

 

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE    www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au 

CONGREGATION DETAILS CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY TREASURER PROPERTY COCO REPS 

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd 
MIA MIA - Matheson Rd 

BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd 

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd Pip Elston 
Helen Aldridge 
miamiakynetonu
c@outlook.com 

Finance Committee 

Helen Carey 
(Treas) 

Roy Gibbs 
Jenny Elston 

Church Council 
Executive 

Marge Townrow 
Dot Smith  

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892) Pip Elston, Susan 
Campbell, Lyn Ward (alt) 

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St 
(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434) Noel Shaw Jeni Clampit Roger Baker  

Noel Shaw, Jeni 
Clampit, 
 Jay Brooks (alt) 

TYLDEN - Trentham Rd 
(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden, 
3444) 

Max 
Hinneberg 

Janet Cole Dawn Hinneberg Max Hinneberg 
Bronwyn Hewitt, Janet 
Cole Dawn Hinneberg 

WOODEND - 37 Forest St 
(PO Box 34, Woodend, 3442) 

    George Roberts 

GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St 
Bev 
Gilbertson 

Colin Chapman  Paul Gilbertson 
Neil Moorhouse 

Rob Dunstan 

Colin Chapman, Keith 
Hallett, Paul Gilbertson 

 

Address label 

  Next Partnership in Print Please share something of yours or your congregations’ life or faith 
journey, a thought, prayer, favourite scripture or reflections thereon. You can send an email to 
zumstein@mmnet.com.au or hand something to one of the ministers for the next edition.  
Please send all corrections/events/stories/photos/tidbits to me by Sunday 18th July.  
I am happy to receive emails or texts via phone or you can pop something in the post or my 
letterbox.    Robyn (contact details at bottom of Contact list under Z  ) 

Macedon Ranges Partnership is part of the Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia. 


