
 
  

 

 

   

  
No this isn’t an ad for Mazda. But it is what life 
seems to be at the moment. Zooming here, Zooming 
there; with one person and then a dozen. Sleep, eat, 
Zoom, eat, Zoom some more, eat, Zoom again and 
sleep. Wash, rinse, repeat… 

Don’t get me wrong. I have discovered the great 
benefit of using Zoom for meetings. I don’t have to 
drive through heavy traffic at strange times or go 
out into the cold winter’s night braving kangaroos 
on foggy country roads. It means I can actually see 
my mother’s face when we chat. It means I can see 
your smiles when we share a joke or a little humour.  

But it does mean sitting in front of a screen for long 
periods of time. My legs and hips and back and 
scales are all protesting. It is easy to find oneself 
withdrawing on the one hand or going stir crazy on 
the other! Lockdown is a bummer as the saying 
goes… 

So what grounds and brings life in the midst of 
confinement?  For you it may be different to me but 
it is a good question to keep asking ourselves. 
Lockdown is tiresome and for many depressing. 

Well, I have seen people smile and their spirit’s lift 
during a Zoom and heard the same over the phone. I 
have seen people connecting and life happening 
even over the Covid divide. So it is not all bad!  

Shared humour lifted spirits. Shared stories seemed 
to encourage. Walking the dog helped ground. The 
wave and smiling eyes behind masks of the strangers 
out exercising also helped. Listening to music 
transports into another time and space. Someone 
else wrote poetry and another painted. A family 
member repaired and touched up his home. 
Someone else stepped into their garden and got dirt 
under their finger nails. And the watching of our 
video service reminded me of God’s presence and 
that we are all in this together. 

As I write this, the coming weekend’s readings again 
speak of God initiating contact with people who 
have been struggling with life. Conflict, isolation, 
fear and pain. Into this God reaches out to ordinary 
people and offers hope with a vision for a new 
future. It is a life that we can share in creating as 
partners with God. (continued on page3) 
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     LECTIONARY Readings Year A 
Ordinary Sundays after Pentecost 

A period of time that varies in length depending on whether Easter is early or late. In this period, the Church recalls its faith in the 
Holy Trinity. It seeks to relate its faith as a people of God to Christ’s mission in the world. It commences with Trinity Sunday and 
concludes with the feast of Christ the King. 

Date Day/Season Color 1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

6 Sept Ord Sun 23 G Exodus 12:1-14 149 Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20 

13 Sept Ord Sun 24 G Exodus 14:19-31 
114 or Exodus 
15:1b-11, 20-
21 

Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 18:21-35 

20 Sept Ord Sun 25 G Exodus 16:2-15 105:1-6, 37-45 Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16 

27 Sept Ord Sun 26 G Exodus 17:1-7 78:1-4, 12-16 Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32 

4 Oct Ord Sun 27 G Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 19 Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46 

Colours: P – Purple  W – White G – Green R - Red
 

Page 1 Pictures: 

ROMSEY UNITING CHURCH – showing the immaculate Church grounds, which have been faithfully maintained by 
some Congregation members, even though there has been no worship there since March.  

 
MOUNT MACEDON WORSHIPS UNDER COVID 
For 8 wonderful Sundays, the Mount Macedon congregation enjoyed uplifting and enriching worship services despite 

ongoing COVID-19 Stage 2 restrictions. We were blessed by diverse leadership from our worship team, lay leaders, 
retired ministers and pastors. A total of 23 members, plus a few visitors, participated with an average of 16 each Sunday. 
Unfortunately, a number of our more vulnerable members could not be with us. 

Our Leadership Team, with Rev Peter, met in late May when Stage 2 was foreshadowed and completed the Synod 
checklist and planned compliance with the Chief Medical Officer’s Directions. A working bee was held to clean and 
disinfect and install the necessary notices. Up to 19 people could attend in the church under the “4-square metre rule”. 
Another 18 could be present in the hall if required. So we were ready when Stage 2 arrived, allowing up to 20 people to 
gather, and our worship team lead our first service on 7 June under COVID conditions. Unfortunately our famous 
hospitality after the service could not be enjoyed. 

Service continued each Sunday up to 2 August after which services were suspended again with re-imposition of the 
Stage 3 restrictions. 

During this time, the Thistle Club and Men’s Group each also held much welcomed, well supported meetings. 
Although currently adjourned, we look forward with anticipation to recommencing activities in coming weeks. 
 
Someone has described becoming a Christian as marrying into a family. We get to be at the table because we fell 

in love with someone. Now we start to learn the family stories, jokes, struggles and victories, hopes, pains, and loves. And 
bit by bit, they become ours too, through the grace of the One who loves us and draws us in. 

 
Reflection from The Christian Seasons Calendar by Aaron Miller 

University Hill Congregation, United Church of Canada 
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zoom zoom zoom continued (From page 1) We may not see its fulfilment but we are on the way. The 
journey to life takes many turns but actually begins as we step into it. 

So what brings life? Well over the years, I have learnt the little smiles, the listening ear, the encouraging 
voice and the many other such experiences and encounters have been glimpses of the face of God. And in 
the stepping forward in response to God’s call, I am drawn deeper into healing and love. In these, the breath 
of the Spirit brings life.     Rev Peter Cannon 

 

 
 

A report from the 
Gisborne 
Community Care 
Foodbank 

Port Phillip West Presbytery 
Safe Church Training 
Sept 7th and 10th – a 
requirement by law for all 
church workers and volunteers 
to keep up to date with training  
 
Presbytery Trivia Night 
September 5th 7pm via zoom 
You are invited to join as an 
individual and we will put you in 
a team or you can arrange your 
own team of 6 – 8 people from 
your congregation or family and 
friends. 

– see Presbytery Newsletter for 
more information and booking 
details for both of these events 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2020 1 2 3 4 5 

10am Zoom chat LY   11am Zoom chat AB 
 

 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

10.30am Zoom Chat AB 10am Safe Church 
training PPW via zoom 
4.30pm Zoom chat PC 

10am Zoom chat LY  7pm Safe Church 
Training PPW via zoom 

11am Zoom chat AB 
6.30pm Fish’n’Chips 
(Kyneton via Zoom) 
 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

10.30am Zoom Chat AB 4.30pm Zoom chat PC 10am Zoom chat LY   11am Zoom chat AB 
 

 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

10.30am Zoom Chat AB 4.30pm Zoom chat PC 10am Zoom chat LY   11am Zoom chat AB 
6.30pm Fish’n’Chips 
(Kyneton via Zoom) 

 

27 28 29 30 

September 
 

10.30am Zoom Chat AB 4.30pm Zoom chat PC 10am Zoom chat LY  

*The ministry team are available to assist you in staying connected to your church family. Please contact the 
minister who is available at the time that suits you, so that you can be given the appropriate link to participate: 
Annette – Friday and Sunday, Peter – Monday, Linda – Tuesday. 

Page 4 
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From August through first half September at least: All of the Partnership is on at least 
level 3 restrictions (those of us in Melbourne are on level 4). Consequently, no church 
services can be face to face services. Synod's instructions are also clear that no 
meetings can be held on church property. Many will be feeling disheartened by the 
tightened restrictions. Others will be grieving from the threat to and loss of loved ones. 
Please take time to pray for each other and the wider community. If you want to take 
time and pray at the same time as someone else, you can join with the ministry team 
during their times of prayer, they are: 

9am Presbytery ministers 9 minutes at 9 prayer time. 
11am Peter's prayer time 
1pm   Linda's prayer time 
3pm   Meg's prayer time 
5pm   Annette's prayer time 
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September Sillies 
 
 

 
  

Sammy Stamp is 
still collecting – 
keep saving those 
stamps! 
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Contacts Other Groups 

SUTTON GRANGE 
MIA MIA 
BARFOLD 
METCALFE 

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith 
Elders - North 
Dot Smith 
Marge Townrow 

Elders-  Kyneton 
Pip Elston            Helen Aldridge 
Joan Mills            Andrea Strack 
Doug McIver         

KYNETON 
Congregation Chairperson 
Roy Gibbs 

Congregation Secretary 
Jenny Elston 

LANCEFIELD  
Elders 
Peter Fraser,         Ian Kennedy 
Judy Stammers,    Rita Vandervalk 

Classical Music Group 
Ian Kennedy 

Organist - Rita Vandervalk 

ROMSEY 

Church Council/Elders 
Noel Shaw,         David Strack 
Jeni Clampit,       Jenny Elliott,       Jay Brooks 
John Laing,         Carol Toy 

UCAF 
Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit 
Treasurer - Carol Toy 

TYLDEN 
Elders 
Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans 
Max Hinneberg,      

Worship Team Co-Ord 
Janet Cole 

WOODEND Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein  

MT MACEDON 

Elders 
Fiona Armour,       Anne Fyfield  
David Liebich,       Neil Tweddle 
Men’s Group - John Cross 

Thistle Club 
President - Shirley Cross 
Secretary - Anne Fyfield 
Organist - George Fyfield 

RIDDELLS CREEK  Craft Group -   Lynette Bucknall 

GISBORNE 

Prayer Ministry/F & C - Glennis Speed 
Pastoral Care/F & C - Bev Gilbertson 
Social Justice - Wendy Hebbard  
                          & Nola Anderson 
Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson 

UCAF - Maree Clarke 
Craft Group - Linda Moorhouse 
Friends Pizza Night - Ron Hebbard 

COCO -  

(Co-ordinating Council) 

Chair - Colin Chapman 
Secretary -  
Minute Secretary – Keith Hallett 
Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson 

Finance Committee 
Chair -  Paul Gilbertson,  
Lyn Ward, Colin Chapman & Bronwyn Hewitt 
Property Committee Chair - Ian Kennedy 
Paul Gilbertson, Noel Shaw 
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The Hidden Gem: is on the South Eastern wall (church side) of the 
toilet block in the Lions Park in Riddells Creek.  Can you send me a 
photo of a Hidden Gem for the next edition of PiP? 
Next Partnership in Print 
If you have stories, dates, meetings, photos or something to share – please 
send them to me by 20th September for the next edition of PiP. I am happy 
to receive emails or texts via phone and I even look in my letterbox daily!  

Robyn (contact details available through one of the ministers  সহ঺঻) 

 

MINISTERS 

Rev Linda Young 
Ph 0412 137 783 
ministryyounglinda@gmail.com 

 
Rev Peter Cannon  
Ph 0434 310 862  
revpeterc@gmail.com 

 

Pastor Annette Buckley 
Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539 
annettebuckley@ucaromsey.com 

Minister in Association 

Rev Deacon Meg Evans 
Ph 0439 492 245 
marevans@bigpond.com 

 

OFFICE PHONE 

(03) 5428 6920 
OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS 
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek, 3431 

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS 
macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com 

 

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE    www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au 

CONGREGATION DETAILS CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY TREASURER PROPERTY COCO REPS 

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd 
MIA MIA - Matheson Rd 

BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd 

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd Pip Elston 
Doug McIver 
miamiakynetonu
c@outlook.com 

Finance Committee 

Helen Carey 
(Treas) 

Roy Gibbs 
Jenny Elston 

Church Council 
Executive 

Marge Townrow 
Dot Smith  

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892) Helen Aldridge, Pip 
Elston 

LANCEFIELD - 9 High St 
Rita 
Vandervalk 

Ian Kennedy Peter Fraser  
Ian Kennedy,  
Rita Vandervalk 

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St 
(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434) Noel Shaw Jeni Clampit Roger Baker  

Noel Shaw, Jeni 
Clampit, 
 Jay Brooks (alt) 

TYLDEN - Trentham Rd 
(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden, 
3444) 

Max 
Hinneberg 

Janet Cole Dawn Hinneberg Max Hinneberg 
Bronwyn Hewitt, Janet 
Cole Dawn Hinneberg 

WOODEND - 37 Forest St 
(PO Box 34, Woodend, 3442) 

    George Roberts 

MT MACEDON - 682 Mt Macedon Rd Neil Tweddle Fiona Armour Lyn Almond  

David Liebich, Neil 
Tweddle, Anne Fyfield 
(alt) 

GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St 
Bev 
Gilbertson 

Colin Chapman  Paul Gilbertson 
Neil Moorhouse 

Rob Dunstan 

Colin Chapman, Keith 
Hallett, Paul Gilbertson 

Partnership in Print is a 
monthly magazine 
produced by the 
Uniting Church in 
Australia – Macedon 
Ranges Partnership and 
is available on the last 
Sunday of each month, 
except December 


