
 
  

 

 

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR? 
Year B has come and gone and all of a sudden Year C 

is upon us. We have put the year of Mark the evangelist 
behind us and look forward to immersing our lives in the 
offerings of Luke. I think for most of us the Markan year was 
characterised by sudden disruptions and the now cringe-
worthy word ‘pivot’. We wait and watch what the new 
liturgical year will unfold for us. 

 Advent is the season of waiting. In the liturgical 
calendar we await the arrival of the baby Jesus, the light 
of God who disrupts the darkness and makes new life 
possible. In this season of waiting, we are once more 
invited to sit with hope, peace, joy and love. There is a 
certain familiarity with this season, and yet our world is 
changing at an ever-increasing rate. We pray for peace 
and harmony in our families and communities, but we see 
the increasing pressures people are living under. 

 The waiting of the season of Advent is connected 
with yearning. What do we long for God to get about doing in our patch and beyond? 
What is God already up to in our neighbourhoods, our towns and cities? Who are the 
people desperate for a change in their circumstances, ready to experience God’s 
transforming love?  

 Are we ready to join in? What are we waiting for?     Karen Ellis 
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A Christmas Prayer 
 

God of Grace and wonder, 

we, like the lowly shepherds, are 
amazed; on bended knee, like the magi, 
we offer our gifts; like Mary and Joseph, 
life is full of uncertainty. 

But we can know that love conquers 
fear, that love inspires lives of service to 
others and ushers in the peace that the 
world so badly needs. 

May this love fill our hearts with joy 
and give us hope to share. 

Amen 
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LECTIONARY Readings Year C 
Advent 
A season of preparation, beginning on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, in which the church recalls its hope and expectation in 
the coming of Christ past, present and future. 

Date Day/Season Colo
ur 

1st Reading Psalm 2nd Reading Gospel 

5 Dec Advent 2 P Malachi 3:1-4 Luke 1:68-79 Philippians 1:3-11 Luke 3:1-6 

12 Dec Advent 3 P Zephaniah 3:14-20 Isaiah 12:2-6 Philippians 4:4-7 Luke 3:7-18 

19 Dec Advent 4 P Micah 5:2-5a 
Luke 1:47-55  or 
Psalm 80:1-7 

Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45, (46-
55) 

Christmas 
The Christmas season includes Christmas Eve/Day and the twelve days of Christmas. It recalls the stories of the birth and 

infancy of Christ. The Church in this time celebrates the wonder of the incarnation, (Any of the Nativity selections may be used either 
for Christmas Day or Christmas Eve services.) 

24/25 
Dec 

Christmas Day 1 W Isaiah 9: 2-7 96 Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
 

 Christmas Day 2 W Isaiah 62:6-12 97 Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:1-7 (8-20) 

 Christmas Day 3 W Isaiah 52:7-10 98 Hebrews 1:1-4,(5-12) John 1:1-14 

26 Dec Christmas 1 W 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 148 Colossians 3:12-17 Luke 2:41-52 

1 Jan New Year’s Day W Eccl 3:1-13 8 Revelation 21:1-6a Matthew 25:31-46 

1 Jan 
Holy Name of 
Jesus 

W Numbers 6:22-27 8 
Galations 4:4-7 
or Phil 2:5-11 

Luke 2:15-21 

2 Jan Christmas 2 W Jeremiah 31:7-14 147:12-20 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1(1-9), 10-18 

Epiphany 
 An ‘Epiphany’ is a revealing, appearing or manifesting of something or someone, and in this season the Church reflects on the 
manifestation of Christ to all people. The length of this period varies depending on the date of Easter. 

6 Jan Epiphany W Isaiah 60:1-6 72:1-7,10-14 Ephesians 3:1-12 Matthew 2:1-12 

9 Jan 
Baptism of the 
Lord 

W 
Isaiah 43:1-7 29 Acts 8:14-17 Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

16 Jan Epiphany 2 G Isaiah 62:1-5 36:5-10 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 John 2:1-11 

23 Jan 
Epiphany 3 

G 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 
8-10 

19 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a Luke 4:14-21 

30 Jan Epiphany 4 G Jeremiah 1:4-10 71:1-6 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Luke 4:21-30 

6 Feb Epiphany 5 G Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13) 138 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Luke 5:1-11 

Colours: P – Purple  W – White G – Green R – Red  B – Black  

Photo on front page by Anita Bounds with permission 
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COCO REPORT  
CoCo again met via Zoom on 2nd November.  We acknowledged the signing of the MOU which is just waiting for one 

more signature before it goes to the Presbytery rep to sign. 

A group of members have been excited to share in the course that Annette has undertaken - ‘A New Church for a New 
World’ and have been meeting with the Faith Community at 12.30 at Gisborne church to view the video and have 
discussions about the ideas that have been suggested.  This is a course which is challenging us to think of what a new 
‘normal after Covid’ might be for the Church, and the steps we might take to move towards this.   

Karen is going to lead a study for us during Advent, starting on 29th November, looking at the book ‘The Church as 
Salt’ by Rev Sally Douglas.  Anyone interested in taking part should let Karen know as it is expected that a couple of 
locations will be chosen, as well as the opportunity to join in by Zoom.   

There is to be a meeting of the MRSC Reconciliation Group on 9th November by Zoom and a couple of people from 
the Partnership are expecting to join in that conversation. 

The Peter Barcham lecture is to be held on 14th November at Gisborne where Rev Peter Blackwood will talk about 
religious icons.  

We discussed Covid Vaccination issues and were reminded that the recording of certificates of all Church workers 
needs to be kept in a secure place, and Annette should be informed where this place is.  Attendees at a worship service 
don’t need to have their certificates recorded but should have their vaccination certificate with them to be viewed if asked.  
If anyone is having problems with having their certificate available, there are people available to help, they need to let the 
Church Elders know.  The Ministry Team need to know how each Church Council has decided to handle the issue of 
unvaccinated people at their churches so it is imperative that this information is passed on to them once the decision has 
been made.  We were also asked to discuss with our congregations their feelings about the Ministry Team leading a 
service with unvaccinated people present, and then being part of other Church activities. 

Christmas services around the Partnership were discussed and the possibility of having a Partnership service at 
Romsey at 10am on Christmas morning was also suggested.  These services will be confirmed later. 

The audio visual update around the Partnership is progressing with connectivity issues in some of the communities 
being investigated. 

Everyone is progressing in some way towards implementing the Essential Safety Measures, with the hope that all 
churches in the Partnership can take advantage of a regional visit from the Statcom consultants to complete the process. 

We believe the repairs at Riddells Creek are basically complete, but Synod has yet to follow up on the transfer of Title 
to the Uniting Church Property Trust.  A Property Group meeting will be held to discuss the use of the garden beds and 
other items. 

The electrical upgrade at Woodend is underway and a Property Group meeting will be held to discuss the next stage. 

The Ministry Team report reflected on the amount of time that had been spent in keeping everyone up to date with the 
changing Covid regulations.  Hopefully this settles down shortly?  Now that worship services have resumed on Sunday 
mornings, the time for the Sunday morning chats via Zoom will be changed to 5pm on Sunday afternoons. 

Annette will be on leave for a week starting 16th November and returning on 23rd November.   

And their report finished with the reminder: 

 - Ephphatha! said Jesus, which means “Open up”.  We pray that our opening up will be one that sees our hearts 
grow ever larger, our vision ever wider, our hospitality even more generous as we open up more and more to what God is 
doing in our midst. 
 

VIDEO OF PETER BARCHAM LECTURE. 
Neville Anderson has created the video of the Peter Barcham Lecture.   It is now 
available to view on YouTube, the link is https://youtu.be/Yhx6Jw-5qsc  
It’s also available on the website under the "Resources" tab
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

December 2021 

1 2 3 4 

  10am Prayers at Gisborne 
 

Coco Meeting 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

Advent 2 
9am Tylden HC 
 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community 

   10am Prayers at Gisborne  
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship Kyneton HC  

 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

Advent 3 
9.30am Gisborne HC 
10am Mia Mia 
 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community 

10am Muffin’n’More 
at Gisborne 

  10am Prayers at Gisborne 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

Advent 4 
9.30am Kyneton HC 
7pm Sutton Grange 
Carols 
 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community  
3.30pm RM Begg 
 

 10am Ministers Munch 
Redesdale? 

 10am Prayers at Gisborne  
6.30pm Fish & Chips 
Worship at Kyneton 
Tylden Carols (time tbc) 

Christmas Day  
 
9.30am Gisborne 
Kyneton (time tbc)  

26 27 28      29      30      31  

10am Romsey 
Partnership Service 
 

2.30pm Woodend Faith 
Community  
 

   10am Prayers at Gisborne  
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PRAYER AND WORSHIP 

 
Advent Studies:   
Gisborne 11am on December 3rd, 10th, 17th at the Church, led by Karen Eller based on Rev Sally 
Douglas’ book “The Church as Salt”. There are a few extra copies available at Gisborne. Karen 
will also host a Zoom group if there is enough interest. Please contact Karen for more details.  
 
Woodend Faith Community 2.30pm Mondays at St Andrew’s Woodend. Starting 29th November 
Karen will be leading 3 Advent Studies as in Gisborne (see details above). All are welcome. 
 
Prayer Meetings  Every week in the Gisborne Uniting Church on Fridays at 10am  
 
Kyneton Fish & Chips Fortnightly worship service – BYO meal (it doesn’t have to be fish and 
chips!) not for sharing due to ongoing COVID restrictions, held on the Friday after the 1st and 3rd 
Sunday in the month – this month on 10th & 24th December, (then likely 7th & 21st January) at 
6.30pm. 
 
Redesdale Ministers Munch (and worship) in December will be held at 10am at the Carlsruhe 
Roadhouse on Wednesday 22nd December – all welcome. The intention is to be back at the 
General Store in Redesdale 10am on 26th January (4th Wednesday). 
 
Other Worship times December Sunday service times for churches across the partnership 
currently are: 

• Tylden is at 9am    
• Gisborne is at 9:30am   
• Romsey is at 9am 
• Kyneton is at 9.30am on 1st & 3rd Sundays 
• Northern Churches at 10am:   

 
January Sunday service times are yet to be confirmed. Please keep an eye on details from 

ministry team emails for confirmation of January services and events. If you are not 
receiving emails, please hook up with someone who can get you these details. If you 
don’t know – please call one of the ministry team – details are on the back page of PiP 

 
 

 

GISBORNE MUFFIN DAY 
Christmas really is coming!  Join in December celebrations by 

coming to Muffin‘n’More on Tuesday 14th December from 10 a.m.–
12 noon.  Let’s make this the best Christmas ever  

(well at least for the last two years!). 
Bring along yourself, a neighbour and a remembrance of a 

previous wonderful Christmas (eg. a decoration, a photo, a card). 
If you would like to add some festive food, please bring this in 

individual serves. 
 

Romsey Uniting Church  
Worship Services December 2021 

December 5th 9am Worship Service conducted by Jay Brooks 
December 12th 9am.  Worship Service conducted by Trevor Turnham 
December 19th 9am.  Worship Service conducted by Jeni Clampit 
Christmas Day Saturday 25th Combined Service at Lancefield 9am. 
December 26th 10am Partnership Worship Service & Holy Communion at Romsey. 

January 2022 - 10am Combined services with Lancefield  
January 2nd & 16th Lancefield 
January 9th & 23rd Romsey. 
January 30th 10am 5th Sunday Partnership Service venue TBA 
 

Northern End Services for December 
December 12th Mia Mia at 10am. 
December 19th Come along and join in a Country Carol 

Service on Sunday the 19th at 7pm at Sutton Grange.  Supper to 
follow. 

There are no church services in January. 
 

PLANT SALE – Gisborne UC 
A Christmas Plant Sale is planned for Saturday morning 4th December at around  
10 a.m.  Please get all those plants you’ve been potting ready for the Sale!  Should 

the day be wet, plans would be to move to 11th December. 
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UNTIMELY ANSWERED PRAYER  
During the minister's prayer one Sunday, there was 
a loud whistle from one of the back pews. Tommy's 
mother was horrified. She pinched him into silence 
and, after church, asked, 'Tommy, whatever made 
you do such a thing?'  
Tommy answered soberly, 'I asked God to teach 

me to whistle, and He did!'   😊 😊 😊  

REST 
Holy One, 
I am so often rest-less, 
a thousand tasks nudge at me, 
a million worries are nurtured 
by the world’s bad news, 
and all that is unknown 
is lining up to stake its claim 
as soon as a space opens up. 
 
Holy One, 
we live in a rest-less world. 
Nothing is ever enough 
to satisfy our longings. 
We strive for more of everything 
believing that more will bring us peace, 
that the affirmation of others 
will convince us that we are enough. 
 
Holy One, 
Your church is rest-less, 
stirred by the need to recruit, 
worried that it is not enough 
in either its doing or being. 
It plans, reviews, re-plans, 
perhaps resists the simple/difficult work 
of simply loving well. 
 
Holy One,  
grant us Your peace, 
great waterfalls of peace 
poured over us in blessing and mercy! 
Drench us with a downpour of grace 
so that we laugh in joy and surprise, 
and stop to rest, realising we do not  
do the work of living this life on our own. 

(Ann Siddall, https://beingpresent.home.blog) 

Invitation to Stillness: 
 
The last month flew past in a flash!  
The busyness, as we all head towards Christmas is REAL  
I hope that all of you are able to find time to stop, and be still, and 
take care of yourself in the midst of all your busyness!  
 
In fact, stop, right now, just give me one minute:  
Take a breath - an actual breath, inflate your whole lungs.  
Feel your chest expand and your shoulders lift from it. 
As you let your breath out, slowly, just allow your attention to be 
focused on the still, small, quiet space inside yourself somewhere,  
the space where the Holy Spirit whispers and comforts -  
the space that gets drowned out by all the busy and mundane 
noise of life.  
Just stay, for a minute, and let the Holy Spirit love you. 
   
by Beck Finger - Intergen 

 
________________________________  
DID NOAH FISH?           
 
A Sunday school teacher asked, 'Johnny, do you think 
Noah did a lot of fishing when he was on the Ark?'  
 
'No,' replied Johnny. 'How could he, with just two worms.'  
_______________________________ 
THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD  
 
A Sunday School teacher decided to have her young 
class memorize one of the most quoted passages in the 
Bible - Psalm 23.  She gave the youngsters a month to 
learn the chapter.  
 
Little Rick was excited about the task - but he just couldn't 
remember the Psalm. After much practice, he could 
barely get past the first line.  
 
On the day that the kids were scheduled to recite Psalm 
23 in front of the congregation, Ricky was so nervous. 
When it was his turn, he stepped up to the microphone 
and said proudly, 'The Lord is my Shepherd, and that's all I 
need to know.'  
 
________________________________  
UNANSWERED PRAYER  
 
The preacher's 5-year-old daughter noticed that her 
father always paused and bowed his head for a moment 
before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why.  
 
'Well, Honey,' he began, proud that his daughter was so  
observant of his messages. 'I'm asking the Lord to help me 
preach a good sermon.'  
 
'How come He doesn't answer it?' she asked.  
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Contacts Other Groups 

SUTTON GRANGE 
MIA MIA 
BARFOLD 
METCALFE 

Congregation Chair - Dot Smith 
Elders - North 
Dot Smith 
Marge Townrow 

Elders-  Kyneton 
Pip Elston, Jenny Elston, Helen Aldridge 
Andrea Strack, Brian Lauder 

 

KYNETON 
Church Council 
Roy Gibbs, Helen Carey 

Congregation Secretary Jenny Elston 
Congregation Chairperson Roy Gibbs 
 

ROMSEY 
Church Council/Elders 
Noel Shaw          Jay Brooks 
Jeni Clampit       Jenny Elliott        Carol Toy 

UCAF 
Pres/Sec - Jeni Clampit 
Treasurer - Carol Toy 

TYLDEN 
Elders 
Shirley Bowen, Joy Evans 
Max Hinneberg 

Worship Team Co-Ord 
Janet Cole 

WOODEND Editor Partnership in Print – Robyn Zumstein  

RIDDELLS CREEK  Craft Group -   Lynette Bucknall 

GISBORNE 

Prayer Ministry/F & C - Glennis Speed 
Pastoral Care/F & C - Bev Gilbertson 
Social Justice  Nola Anderson 
Worship & Education - Paul Gilbertson 

UCAF - Maree Clarke 
Craft Group - Linda Moorhouse 
Friends Pizza Night - Ron Hebbard 

COCO -  

(Co-ordinating Council) 

Chair - Colin Chapman 
Secretary -  
Minute Secretary – Keith Hallett 
Treasurer - Paul Gilbertson 

Finance Committee 
Chair - Paul Gilbertson,  
Lyn Ward, Colin Chapman & Bronwyn Hewitt 
 

Never be Afraid 

"Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name;  

you are Mine... 

When you go through the waters and great trouble, I WILL BE WITH YOU. 

When you go through rivers, they shall not overflow you. 

When you walk through the fire you shall not be burned, 

nor the flame scorch you. 

For I am the Lord your God, your Saviour...                           

you are precious in my sight; you have been honoured and I have loved you. 

Fear not, for I am with you."    Isaiah 43: 1-5 
My future is in God's hands, so I am not afraid! 
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Presbytery of Port Phillip West has a website full of 
resources and information: https://ucappw.org.au/ 

 
White Goose Report  

 
Well, what’s happening at the White Goose? 
 
Sometimes we feel the answer is: ‘Nothing Much!’  
 
But looking over what has been achieved over the last 18 months lots has happened. 
As far as we know there is one more small job to be completed and  
hopefully, we’ll get the go ahead to occupy the building. 
We’re keen to get it professionally cleaned, check the condition  
of the books, work on the yard and celebrate a re-opening. 
 
Look for a RE-OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT IN FEBRUARY’S PIP 
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Partnership in Print is a monthly 

magazine produced by the Uniting 
Church in Australia – Macedon 

Ranges Partnership and is available 
on the last Sunday of each month, 

except December 

 
 
 

 

MINISTERS 

Pastor Annette Buckley 
Ph 5429 5351 or 0457 608 539 
annettebuckley@ucaromsey.com 

 
 

 

Karen Eller 
Ph 0407 519 759  
karenleller@gmail.com 

 

OFFICE PHONE 

(03) 5428 6920 
OFFICE LOCATION AND POSTAL ADDRESS 
3 Sutherland Rd, Riddells Creek, 3431 

PARTNERSHIP EMAIL ADDRESS 
macedon.ranges.partnership@hotmail.com 

 

PARTNERSHIP WEBSITE    www.macedonrangesunitingchurch.org.au 

CONGREGATION DETAILS CHAIRPERSON SECRETARY TREASURER PROPERTY COCO REPS 

SUTTON GRANGE - Church Access Rd 
MIA MIA - Matheson Rd 

BARFOLD - Heathcote-Kyneton Rd 

METCALFE - 3 Metcalfe-Kyneton Rd Pip Elston 
Helen Aldridge 
miamiakynetonu
c@outlook.com 

Finance Committee 

Helen Carey 
(Treas) 

Roy Gibbs 
Jenny Elston 

Church Council 
Executive 

Marge Townrow 
Dot Smith  

KYNETON - 54 Ebden St (PO Box 892) Pip Elston, Lyn Ward 
(alt) 

ROMSEY - 25 Pohlman St 
(PO Box 264, Romsey, 3434) Noel Shaw Jeni Clampit Roger Baker  

Noel Shaw, Jeni 
Clampit, 
 Jay Brooks (alt) 

TYLDEN - Trentham Rd 
(c/o Tylden General Store, Tylden, 
3444) 

Max 
Hinneberg 

Janet Cole Dawn Hinneberg Max Hinneberg 
Bronwyn Hewitt, Janet 
Cole, Dawn Hinneberg 

WOODEND - 37 Forest St 
(PO Box 34, Woodend, 3442) 

     

GISBORNE - 23 Brantome St 
Bev 
Gilbertson 

Colin Chapman  Paul Gilbertson 
Neil Moorhouse 

Rob Dunstan 

Colin Chapman, Keith 
Hallett, Paul Gilbertson 

 

Address label 

  Next Partnership in Print will not be out until the last Sunday in January. Wishing you all a happy 
and safe Christmas and a blessed start to the New Year. Start the year with something new for PiP by   
sending all events/stories/photos/tidbits/corrections to me by Sunday 23rd January  
I am happy to receive emails or texts via phone or you can pop something in the post or my 
letterbox.    Robyn (contact details at bottom of Contact list under Z  ) 

Macedon Ranges Partnership is part of the Port Phillip West Presbytery of the Uniting Church in Australia. 


